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In the Claims : 

1 (currently amended): Coupling of tho sort compris i ng at le ast one 
c l amping jaw (1 1 ) capab l e of be i ng mounted on a first e l ement (2) to couple th e 
l attor to a second o l omont (3) by clamping tho socond oiomont (3) aga i nst tho 
first e l e m e nt (2), tho clamp i ng or re le as i ng of tho second olom e nt (3) r e su l ting 
from a translationa l mov e ment fol l owing an ax i s (3^), wh i le tho d i sengagem e nt 
or captur e of th i s s e cond e l e m e nt i s du e to a rotat i onal mov e m e nt of th e 
clamp i no iaw f 1 1 ) about tho same axis (3^). tho A coupling for securing a first 
element to a second element, the coupling comprising: 

an actuation bolt which comprises a longitudinal axis: 

a clamping jaw compr i s i ng which is mounted on the first element 
and which comprises a bore (+8) having a threaded part (19) form i ng which 
defines a nut that threadediv engages the actuation bolt: and (+3) 

in which an actuat i on bo l t (12) i s engaged defin i ng sa i d axis (31) 
and ab l e to driv e th e c l amp i ng jaw (11) i n translation following th e latt e r, 

charact e r i z e d i n that torque limitation means (25, 28) able to 
ongago positioned between the actuation bolt (43) and the clamp i ng jaw (11), 
using th e bore (18) of this clamp i ng i aw (1 1 ). allow transmiss i on of for 
transmitting the rotational movement of the actuation bolt (4^ directly to the 
clamping jaw (11) and, cons e qu e nt l y, th e dr i v i ng of th i s to therebv rotate the 
clamping jaw (11) i n rotat i on about said the axis; {34) 

wherein when an external force acting on the clamping iaw is 
greater that the force generated against the bore bv the torgue limitation means. 
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rotation of the actuation bolt will result in translation of the clamping iaw along 
the axis: and 

wherein when the external force acting on the clampina iaw is less 
than the force generated against the bore by the toroue limitation means, 
rotation of the actuation bolt will rotate the clamping iaw about the axis . 

2 (currently amended): Coup l ing A coupling according to claim 1 , 
charact e rizod i n that wherein the torque limitation means comprise at least one 
spring (2§) which is capped by a pusher (27) at each of its longitudinal ends. 

3 (currently amended): Coup l ing A coupling according to claim 1 , 
charact e r i z e d in that wherein the torque limitation means are pr e s e nted in th e 
form of comprises a coating of an abrasive material oovoring tho interna l surfac e 
of tho boro in contact with a clamping nut e ngaged on tho actuation bo l t or a part 
of the bo l t itself, or v i c e v e rsa which is formed on at least one of the actuation 
bolt, a clamping nut which is secured to the actuation bolt, or a portion of the 
bore that engages the actuation bolt or the clamping nut . 

4 (currently amended): Coupl i ng A coupling according to claim 1 , 
characteriz e d i n th a t wherein the torque limitation means aro pr e s e nt e d i n tho 
form of an e le ment in comprises a material having high frictional propertiesrift- 
part i cular rubb e r, which is interposed between the bore and at least one of the 
actuation bolt or a clamping nut which is secured to the actuation bolt engagod 
on th e latt e r and the int e rna l surfac e of th e bor e of th e c l amp i ng jaw . 

5 (currently amended): Coup li ng A coupling according to claim 1 , 
charaotor i zod in that wherein the torque limitation means comprises teeth which 
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are arranged symmetrically on the p e r i phorv of a at least one of the actuation 
bolt or a clamping nut e ngag e d on which is secured to the actuation bolt or th e 
bolt itself and which mesh with grooves machined in the bore of tho c l amping 
jaw, or vic e- v e rsa . 

6 (currently amended): Coupl i ng A coupling according to claim 1 , 
charactoriz e d i n that wherein the torque limitation means aro prosontod in tho 
form of comprises a number of balls which are housed in a at least one of the 
actuation bolt or a clamping nut ongaged on which is secured to the actuation 
bolt or in tho bolt itse l f and which are forced into contact with the interna l surfaco 
of tho bor e, proforably grooved, of tho clamping jaw by at least one springro^ 
v i ce - v e rsa . 

7 (currently amended): Coupl i ng A coupling according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that wherein the torque limitation means result from comprises 
the natural friction between the actuation bolt and the thread of tho part form i ng 
a nut of the bor e of the c l amping jaw . 

8 (currently amended): Coup l ing A coupling according to any one of 
c l aims 1 to 7 , charactorizod in - that claim 1 . further comprising a rolling bearing^- 
in particu l ar a need l e roll i ng bearing, which is mounted on the actuation bolt and 
constitutos which functions as a stop for the end of translational travel for the 
clamping jaw. 

9 (currently amended): Coup li ng A coupling according to any one of 
claims 1 to 8, charact e riz e d i n4hat claim 1 . wherein the clamping jaw is guided in 
translation by a frame which is adapted to be fixed to the first element. 
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1 0 (currently amended): Coupling A coupling according to anyone of 
claims 1 to 0, oharactor i zod in that claim 1 . wherein the actuation bolt is driven by 
a moto r, proforably a hydraulic motor, in - particu l ar us i ng a mosh i ng of through a 
number of toothed wheels. 

1 1 (currently amended): Coup l ing A coupling according to any one of 
c l aims 1 to claim 10, charact e rized -i n that wherein the motor i s a motor sp e c i f i c 
to tho actuat i on bolt comprises a hydraulic motor . 

12 (currently amended): Coup l ing A coupling according to anyon e of 
c l aims 1 to 11, oharactor i zod i n that claim 1 , wherein the clamping jaw ov e ral l 
pres e nts comprises an L-shape d configuration and the nut is located- rthe- 
threaded boro being i nsta l led in the longer branch of the L. 

13 (canceled). 

14 (new): A coupling according to claim 6, wherein the bore comprises a 
number of grooves into which the balls are forced. 

15 (new): In combination with a loading arm for transferring a fluid 
product from a first component to a second component, the improvement 
comprising a coupling for securing the first component to the second component, 
the coupling comprising: 

an actuation bolt which comprises a longitudinal axis; 

a clamping jaw which is mounted on the first component and which 
comprises a bore having a threaded part which defines a nut that threadedly 
engages the actuation bolt; and 

torque limitation means positioned between the actuation bolt and 
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the bore for transmitting the rotational movement of the actuation bolt directly to 
the clamping jaw to thereby rotate the clamping jaw about the axis; 

wherein when an external force acting on the clamping jaw is 
greater that the force generated against the bore by the torque limitation means, 
rotation of the actuation bolt will result in translation of the clamping jaw along 
the axis; and 

wherein when the external force acting on the clamping jaw is less 
than the force generated against the bore by the torque limitation means, 
rotation of the actuation bolt will rotate the clamping jaw about the axis. 
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